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BUNBURY, PARTY GATECRASHERS 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR A.J. DEAN (Bunbury) [12.57 pm]:  I add my support to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 
and her comments concerning lenient sentencing.  Members might not be aware but the same weekend that 
police were dealing with abuse from youths involved in weekend rioting in Kalamunda and Trigg, a very similar 
incident occurred in Adam Road, Bunbury.  Gatecrashers caused problems at a seventeenth birthday party after 
details of the invitation-only party were posted on the Internet.  As the numbers attending the party grew to 
around 300 and the behaviour began to get out of control, residents called the police.  The police attended the 
party at 9.20 pm and warned the host to keep the party under control.  However, residents needed to call the 
police again at 11.50 pm when party goers began to get out of control.  An additional 10 officers were required 
to help disperse the crowd.  Our local police were assaulted with bottles, bricks and other missiles.  Although no 
arrests were made at the scene, officers are continuing their inquiries.  I praise the efforts of local police involved 
in this incident.  Residents have told me how effective the police were in handling a situation that could easily 
have become more explosive.  These incidents are disgraceful and I join the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services in calling for more appropriate punishments that reflect our society’s attitude towards this type of 
unacceptable behaviour. 
I ask all members to advertise the party-safe handbook that can be downloaded from the Police Department web 
site to the local schools and youth organisations.  In this way we can better prepare our constituents for the 
modern day problems involved with party hosting.  
I also draw to the attention of the House the latest crime statistics in the south west, which show that reported 
offences in the south west have dropped by 9.4 per cent in the six months since December 2003 and, most 
noticeably, a drop of 19.6 per cent in reported drug trafficking offences. 
 


